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AMTCAfDMF T^S TO THF- CLAIMS; 
Claim 1 . (Currently amended) A magnetic bearirxg control device fox controlling a magnetic 
bearing for supporting a rotor in a non-contact mam.er, said magnetic bearing control device 
comprising: 

a digital processor which controls said magnetic bearing using a magnetic bearing control 

signal Mda^U^l^i^^-^g^IS^ -^ P""" "^'^"^'"^ ''' ' 

rnntrol signal ; and 

a counter featst^ ^ accumulating and counting an actual work time of saidmagneUc 
be^iSg.^lS,B^,i^t^^ 

,uidmafei.uticbooriB^eeaft:el signal from s.id di f^t ^l Processor . 

wherein said digital processor performsacomparison between the accumulated actual 

worktime ^^-^-^ ^.on^. hearing ^..n^age^^empa^^ counted by said counter and a preset 
maintenance time, and outputs a signal indicating a start of a maintenance operation of said 
^.g^eti^be^ u.aau, t dcom rnnt^t on a basis of a *e result of the comparison. 

Claim 2. (Currently amended) The magnetic bearing control device according to claim 1, 
wherein said digital processor inhibits ^ ^ activation of said magnetic bearing control device, 
after the accumulated actual work time of the managed component counted by said counter 
exceeds a preset limit time. 



Claim 3. 



(Original) The magnetic bearing control device according to claim I, wherein said 
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digital piocessor comprises a fonction of said counter. 



Claixn4. (Original) ll^e magnetic bearing contn>l device according to clain. 2. where^ 
digital processor comprises a fimction of said counter. 

aaim 5. (Currently amended) The magaetic bearing control device according to claim 1, 

further comprising: 

a display portion for displaying a message or an image on a ^ basis of said signal 
indicating the start of maintenance operation outputted from the digital processor. 

Claim 6. (CurrenUy amended) The magaetic bearing control device according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a voice output portion for outputting a sound on a *e basis of said signal indicating the 
start of mamtenance operation outputted ftom the digital processor. 



Claim 



7. (Previously presented) The magnetic bearing control device according to claim I. 



further comprising: 

a data input device which allows a user to set said preset maintenance time. 

Claim 8. (Previously presented) THe magnetic bearing contiol device according to claim 2. 
further comprising: 
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a data input device which aUows a user to set said preset maintenance time and said 

preset limit time. 

aaim 9. (Currently amended) A magnetic bearing controller comprising: 

a processor that controls a magnetic bearing using a magnetic bearing control signal ^ 

^" r^r.- "^^'^ ^'^"""^ """^"^ 

a counter that accumulates and counts an actual work time of a managed component m 
.^r... t» r^eivir,, -ni^ mm— -^^-i "^^^ nTOcessor ba. c J upu n odd m ncn et ie 

bearing control oignal , 

wherein said processor farther compares the accumulated actual work time with a preset 

maintenance time. 

Claim 10. ^Previously presented) The controller of <:laim 9, wherein said processor outputs a 
maintenance signal based upon said comparison. 

Claim 11. (Previouslypresented) ThecontroUerof claim 10, whereinsaidprocessoroutputs 
said maintenance signal when said accumulated actual work time is greater than or equal to said 
pr^et maintenance time. 

Claim 12. (Previously presented) The controUer of claim 9, wherein said processor further 
compares the accumulated actual work time with a preset Umit time. 
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Claim .3 (Cu„enay=»end=d,Th.co„™U«otcMn. 12. »be,ri„ processor inhibits 
..,rto„ofs.idma^«io^-Hns.as=d„pon,K,c„mp.risonofsaiaacc— eaac^alwor. 

time with said a preset liimt time. 



Claim 



,4. (Previously pr«»«a) Tbecon«>ll.rofolain, 13. wherein said processor i^bits 
..va.o,.ors.idn.agoe.cbea.i..gwhe„fl.eaccu.r.ul.«dac«.al™o,^Umeisgrea«rU^ 

equal to said preset Umit time. 

Claim 1 5. (Previously presen«d) Tl« co^rolle, of claim 9. fi^ comprising a display d,at 
is responsive «. display . mai».«>.nce rignd based upon said comparison. 

daimlS. (P,evio>».yprcsen.ed,Thecon«oUerofclaim9.f>«berc„mprisinganodficarion 
device ttra. is responsive U> display a main«„«.ce »Bnal based npon said comparison. 

ClaimlT. (Previouslypresenied) Tl,econ»oUer of claim 9. torher comprising. da« i^t 
device adapted to receive said preset maintenance time. 

Claim .8. (Cnrrently amend«i) A method fcr controUing a magnetic bearing comprising: 
ccntrollmg said magneric bearing using a processor that provides a maguctic bearing 

control signal; 
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hftaring c""*-^^ sienal: 

j^^^.A^piht^cammar'* "f^"' a counter; 

counting and accumulating an actual work time of said magnetic bearing using s_M « 
counter that counts and accumulates the actual work time iai^,,,^^tai...^^ 
pigiial b uu o d up u u m (\ m n g nn ti o b u aiiuj^ iiontrnl -i gnnl; and 

comparing said actual work time and a preset maintenance time using said processor. 

Claim 19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 18. further comprising outputting a 
maintenance signal based upon said comparison. 



Claim 20. (Currently amended) The device of claim 1. wherein said gomx^ad^ 
,,^digita.p.ee..se^ 

response to outputting the magnetic bearing control signal to the magnetic bearing. 

Claim 21. (Previously presented) Il.e device of claim 20. wherein the counter initiates 
countinginr^ponse to the instnxction from the distal processor to count the acmalwor^ 

Claim 22 (Previously presented) n^e device of claim 3. wherein the counter initiates 
countingof the actual worktime in response to the magneticbearingcontrolsignalbeing output 

to tiie magnetic bearing. 
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Claim 23. {Canceled). 



^.to.spo^.o««ma^obea*^con«.l^bei„gou.p««.*=m,g».«cbea».. 



Claim 25. (Canceled). 

Cldm26 (Cu^ly «.«nd»d) Th.n.ett.od .f cMn. 18. w | ,^n r.nnp«.4 
i„„^„se«, tomagoeUc bearing oon«olsi^b=ingp.ovid^«. the n.ag»«obean„g. 
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